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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED GTATES
WZSHINGTON, D.C. 20548 J
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3~178383
Jun= 6, 1973

Ceptain G, P, Troxel

Accounting and Finauce Officor

Defense Contruct Adninigeration Services
Pojlon, Atleata

Defenze Supply Agency

3100 laple Drive, NL.N.

Atlanta, Georgzin 30305

Dear Captain Troxcl:

This refern to your letter of liavch 2, 1973, veference DCRA-TA,
forvarded to this Office on April 4, 1973, by the Per Diem, Trave) and
Tranoportation Allowance Conmittee, PDTATAC Contrxol lo, 73-17, 4in which
you request a decioion ao to the cntitlement of lfv, Robert F, Baxrdim, Sr.,
to[ieimburaement of expensca of &.househunting trip/incident to a chanze
of permuncnt stetion from Gudsden, Alaboma, to Bay™St, Louis, lfissouri,
You have expressed doubts sp to payment of the elain since lr, Bardin
nade only a one-way trip and remained in Bay St. Louis where ha entered
on duty at his new station,

Under Travel Authorization DCRA-2963, 4asucd October 3, 1972,
Mr. Dardin was instructed to rcport for duty at his new station on
October 16, 1972, The travel order authorized various allowmices in-
cluding a round trip of up to 5 days for purposes of secking a per~
mancnt reoidenca at the new official station. On October 10, 1972,
Mz, Boviin left hio old station by privately cmed autowobile, arriving
in Day 6t. Louls approximately 10 hours later. He remained in BLay
St. Louip through October 15 and reported for duty there on October 16,
Mr. Bardin claing per dicm for the poriod October 10 through Octobor 15
that he opent searching for houping,

You point out, hovaver, that the law and regulations governing
houschunting trips authorize a 'round trip" and have questioned tha
legality of paynent of expenses incidont to hosschunting vhen the em
ployce doas rot veturn to his formar duty station., You also state that
Mr. Bardin would wnot agree to exteading his temporary quarters ellowance
to covar that period or to any charge to annual leave for the period.

Under 5 U,S8.C. 5724a(a) (2) and paragraph C4107 of Voluma 2, Joint

Travel Regulations (JITR), an employes and hia spouse may be authorized
one round trip batween his old and uew duty ttations for the purpose of
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secking a residoncs nt the new duty station, The cited Code scction states
that payuant of expensen for ouch a trip "niy ba allowad only for one
round trip in commectivp with oach chaane of rtation of the eaployea,”
That lentuaze clearly pleces a maidvn lindt on egency pryments of houge-
hunting cxpenses, There 18 ne indication, howover, that Conpress intended
for an cuployee in all carns to hiave to returu to his old station in ovder
to he entitled to a houschunting tyip, Hortally an c¢uployee will use the
trip to fiud n residesice and then veturn to his old station to nove his
{aolly cad bousehold goods, Occasionally, thouah, cirvewsstances will be
such that it vould uean an undue hardahip on the employoe ws well as an
additional crpense t¢ the Government to rcequire hism to return to his old
ntation and then again to commenca travel to his new station,

In tnhis casae Mr, Lardin's travel orders were issucd October 3, 1972,
requiving iin to report for duty at his new station on Octobexr 16, leca
than 2 vecks lutee, It is administratively noted in a nperorandun Lroa
the 0ffice of the Comptroller, Defense Supply Agency, that after alloving
2 or 3 days for reccipt of the trevel ordern hy mail thure may not have
been sufficient tima available for }r, Bardin to nake a 5-dsy houschunting
trip, Wa believe that becauce of the short period of tiro between the
icauance of the travel orders and the date Mr. Lardin was to report for
duty at his new stution it was not unreasonable for hin to make the au-
thorized housclnnting trip at the rinz he did, and that under these cir-
cuirstances ha r:ould not have to forfeit his entitledent to per diem for
such trip on.iy becaune he didn't return to hie old station,

Accordingly, Mr, Dardin may be paid per dien for 5 deys in accordance
with the provisiconn of JTR appliceble to houschunting trips and since
such trina are M.naidercd as officinl duty no chargo to annual leava
should be nade fos that tine, I1lis travel on October 10, 1972, suould be
reparded ag travel dncident to a purcanent chanpe of atation.

Tho voucher, which in retumed herewvith, should ha paid in accordanca
with the foregoing.

Sincerely yours,
Paul G. DomhVine

For tho Comptroller Genaeral
of the United Statas





